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Adult male and young of Sarothrura bohmi bohmi. From painting by L. A. Fuertes. 
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Adult male and female of Sarothrura lugens. From painting by L. A. Fuertes. 


Plate IV 

Fig. 1. Adult male Canirallus oculeus in captivity, Lukolela, November 16, 
1930. 

Fig. 2. Nest of Sarothrura pulchra centralis , Faradje, May 7, 1911. Photo¬ 
graph by Herbert Lang. 
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Plate V 

Fig. 1. Immature Himantornis hsematopus whitesidei at Lukolela, December 
31, 1930. 

Fig. 2. Immature Podica s. senegalensis in captivity, Niangara, December 11, 
1910. Photograph by Herbert Lang. 
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Plate VI 

Fig. 1. Adult male of Podica s. camerunensis in captivity at Lukolela, August 
18, 1930. 

Fig. 2. Downy young of Podica s. camerunensis , Lukolela, December 14, 1930. 




Plate VII 

Fig. 1. Nest of Centrojms monachus occidentalism Faradje, May 6,1911. Photo¬ 
graph by Herbert Lang. 

Fig. 2. Young of Centropus leucogaster neumanni , just out of egg, Niangara, 
December 14, 1910. Photograph by Herbert Lang. 


















THE BIRDS 

OF THE BELGIAN CONGO 

Part II 


By JAMES P. CHAPIN 


BULLETIN 

OF 

THE AMERICAN MUSEUM OF 
NATURAL HISTORY 


Volume LXXV, 1939 



NEW YORK 
October 27, 1939 


Edited By 

ETHEL J. TIMONIER 



CONTENTS 


Introduction. 

Section B (continued).—S ystematic List of Species and Races, with Notes 

on Distribution, Habits, and Food. 

Order Ralliformes. 

Family Rail i dap. 

Subfamily Rallime. 

Subfamily Gallinulinir... 

Subfamily Fulicinie. 

Family Heliornithidap. 

Order Gruiformes. 

Family Gruidae. 

Family Otididae.. 

Family Burhinidan. 

Family Jacanidae. 

Order Charadriiformes. 

Family Rostratulidae.. 

Family Charadriidae. 

Subfamily Charadriina 1 . 

Subfamily Vanellinap. 

Subfamily Arenariinie... 

Subfamily Harmatopodinae. 

Subfamily Recurvirostrimr.. 

Subfamily Eroliimr..... 

Subfamily Tringinac. 

Subfamily Scolopacirun. 

Family Phalaropodidac. 

Family Glareolidae. 

Subfamily Cursoriinac. 

Subfamily Glareolinac. 

Order Lariformes... 

Family Laridae. 

Subfamily Stercorariinan. 

Subfamily Larinac. 

Subfamily Sterninse. 

Subfamily Rynchopinar. 

Order Columbiformes. 

Family Pteroclidan. 

Family Columbidan. 

Subfamily Columbinaa. 

Subfamily Treroninae. 

Order Cuculiformes. 

Family Cuculidae. 

Subfamily Cuculimr... 

Subfamily Pha nicophaina'. 

Subfamily Centropodinac. 

Family Musophagida'. 


Page 

3 

5 

5 

5 

6 

30 

33 

34 
41 
41 
45 
52 
57 
60 
60 
61 
64 
74 
89 
89 
91 
93 
96 

106 
, 110 
, 110 
. Ill 
, 117 

. 126 
. 126 
. 126 
. 128 
. 131 

. 140 

. 142 

. 142 

. 145 

. 146 

. 173 

. 180 
. 180 
. 181 
. 203 

. 206 
. 215 
















































IV 


Conienis 


Page 

Order Psittaciformes. 238 

Family Psittacida). 238 

Order Coraciiformes. 253 

Family Coraciida). 253 

Family Alcedinidae. 267 

Subfamily Daceloninao. 267 

Subfamily Alcedininac. 283 

Subfamily Cerylinac. 293 

Family Meropidac. 297 

Family Upupidae. 322 

Subfamily Phceniculinae. 323 

Subfamily Upupinse. 334 

Family Bucerotidse. 338 

Subfamily Bucerotinae. 338 

Subfamily Bucorvinan. 366 

Order Strigiformes. 371 

Family Strigidse. 371 

Family Tytonidae. 403 

Order Caprimulgiformes. 406 

Family Caprimulgidac. 406 

Family Micropodidae. 441 

Subfamily Chaeturinac. 441 

Subfamily Micropodinan. 448 

Order Coliiformes. 469 

Family Coliidae. 469 

Order Trogoniformes. 479 

Family Trogonidae. 479 

Order Piciformes. 488 

Family Capitonidae. 488 

Family Indicatoridae. 535 

Family Jyngidae. 556 

Family Picumnidae. 559 

Family Picidae. 562 

Index... 599 








































LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS 

Plates 

L— Adult male and female of the Congo Peacock ( Afropavo congensis ). From 

painting by G. E. Lodge. Frontispiece 

II.—Adult male and young of Sarothrura bohmi bohmi. From painting by 
L. A. Fuertes. 

III. —Adult male and female of Sarothrura lugens. From painting by L. A. 

Fuertes. 

IV. —Fig. 1. Adult male Canirallus oculeus , in captivity, Lukolela, November 

16, 1930. 

Fig. 2. Nest of Sarothrura pulchra centralis, Faradje, May 7, 1911. Photo¬ 
graph by Herbert Lang. 

V.—Fig. 1. Immature Himantornis hxmatopus whitesidei at Lukolela, De¬ 
cember 31, 1930. 

Fig. 2. Immature Podica s. senegalensis in captivity, Niangara, Decem¬ 
ber 11, 1910. Photograph by Herbert Lang. 

VI.—Fig. 1. Adult male of Podica s. camerunensis , in captivity at Lukolela, 
August 18, 1930. 

Fig. 2. Downy young of Podica s. camerunensis, Lukolela, December 14, 
1930. 

VII.—Fig. 1. Nest of Centropus monachus occidentalis, Faradje, May 6, 1911. 
Photograph by Herbert Lang. 

Fig. 2. Young of Centropus leucogaster neumanni , just out of egg, Nian¬ 
gara, December 14, 1910. Photograph by Herbert Lang. 

VIII.—Fig. 1. Dead adult of Ruwenzorornis j. johnstoni with spray of Rapanea 
leaves and fruit, from west slope of Ruwenzori, December 4, 1926. 

Fig. 2. Adult Halcyon malimbica prenticei , in captivity, Niangara, June 

1913. Photograph by Herbert Lang. 

IX.—Fig. 1. Head of adult male Tropicranus albocristatus cassini, Avakubi, 
August 3, 1914. Photograph by Herbert Lang. 

Fig. 2. Nestling of Tropicranus albocristatus cassini , Avakubi, August 3, 

1914. Photograph by Herbert Lang. 

X.—Fig. 1. Head of adult male Bycanistes sharpii duboisi , Niangara, April 25, 
1913. Photograph by Herbert Lang. 

Fig. 2. Head of adult male Bycanistes albotibialis , Rungu, June, 1913. 
Photograph by Herbert Lang. 

XI.—Fig. 1. Entrance to nest of Bycanistes albotibialis, from outside, with 
“partition” intact. Lukolela, January 16, 1931. 

Fig. 2. Entrance of same nest from inner side, showing “partition.” 

XII.—Fig. 1. Male nestling of Bycanistes albotibialis , with slab from nesting 
tree as background. Lukolela, February 14, 1931. 

Fig. 2. Female nestling of Ceratogymna atrata, Medje, August 24, 1910. 
Photograph by Herbert Lang. 

XIII.—Fig. 1. Scotopelia bouvieri in captivity, Niapu, December 6, 1913. Photo¬ 
graph by Herbert Lang. 

Fig. 2. Scotopelia pelt peli in captivity, Avakubi, August 21, 1914. Photo¬ 
graph by Herbert Lang. 




VI 


List of Illustrations 


XIV.—Fig. 1. Bubo poensis in captivity, Medje, June 22, 1914. Photograph by 
Herbert Lang. 

Fig. 2. Glauddium tephronotum medje in captivity, Nala, July 1913. 
Photograph by Herbert Lang. 

XV.—Fig. 1. Adult male Macrodipteryx longipennis , dead, Faradje. Photo¬ 
graph by Herbert Lang. 

Fig. 2. Female Macrodipteryx longipennis on her nest, Faradje, March 4, 
1912. Photograph by Herbert Lang. 

XVI.—Fig. 1. Adult male Cosmetornis vexillarius with pennants not fully grown, 
lying on ground dead. Faradje, July 4, 1911. Photograph by 
Herbert Lang. 

Fig. 2. Adult male Cosmetornis vexillarius photographed on ground after 
death, and the picture reversed to show approximate form in flight. 
Kasenyi, August, 1926. 

XVII.—Fig. 1. Nest of Chsetura ussheri sharpei on inside wall of a building at 
Coquilhatville, March, 1931, 

Fig. 2. Neafrapus cassini, photographed after death, Lukolela, August 26, 
1930. 

XVIII.—Fig. 1. A group of several nests of Micropus affinis affinis inside verandah 
of brick post-office, Coquilhatville, March, 1931. 

Fig. 2. Adult Micropus &. aequatorialis, after death, Kalongi, west slope of 
Ruwenzori, December, 1926. 

XIX.—Fig. 1. Adult Mi crop us melba maximus, after death, Kalongi, Ruwen¬ 
zori, December, 1926. 

Fig. 2. Adult male Cypsiurus parvus brachypterus from beneath, after 
death. Lukolela, September 8, 1930. 

XX.—Fig. 1. Captive palm-swift, Cypsiurus p. brachypterus, clinging near a 
nest on Borassus leaf. Lukolela, September, 1930. 

Fig. 2. Section of a large dead tree at Lukolela harboring a nesting colony 
of Gymnobucco b . bonapartei. 

XXL—Fig. 1. Female Indicator indicator in captivity, Faradje, September 21, 
1912. Photograph by Herbert Lang. 

Fig. 2. Campethera nivosa herberti, captive, Niangara, June, 1913. Photo¬ 
graph by Herbert Lang. 


Figures 

Page 


1. Left foot of a coot, Fulica cristata. X 1/2. 34 

2. Left feet of Podica s. petersii and of a grebe, Podiceps cristatus (at the 

right). X 1/2. 35 

3. Head of adult male of Podica s. petersii. X 1/2. 40 

4. Head of Bugeranus carunculatus. X 1/3. 41 

5. Head of Rostratula b . benghalensis, female. X 2/3. 60 

6. Anomalophrys superciliosus, head. X 2/3. 78 

7. Hoplopterus spinosus, head. X 2/3. 80 

8. Afribyx s. senegailus, head. X 2/3. 82 

9. Xiphidiopterus albiceps, head. X 2/3. 85 












List of Illustrations 


vii 

Page 

10. Heads of tattlers: A, Rhyacophilus glareola; B, Tringa ochropus: C, 

Terekia cinerea; D, Totanus stagnatilis; PI, Totanus nebularius: 

F, Totanus totanus. All X 1/2. 99 

11. Head and foot of Aplopelia simplex jacksoni. X 2/3. 165 

12. Pachycoccyx audeberti validus, head. X 2/3. 185 

13. Chrysococcyx flavigularis, male. X 2/3. 200 

14. Turacus schuttii emini, head. X 2/3. 221 

15. Turacus leucolophus, head. X 2/3. 224 

16. Gallirex porphyreolophus chlorochlamys, head. X 2/3. 225 

17. Ruwenzorornis johnstoni johnstoni, head. X 2/3. 227 

18. Musophaga rossse rossx, head. X 2/3. 230 

19. Crinifer zonurus, head. X 2/3. 233 

20. Gymnoschizorhis per sonata leopoldi, head. X 2/3. 234 

21. Coryth&ola cristata, head. X 2/3. 237 

22. Myioceyx lecontei lecontei, head. X3/4 . 284 

23. Head of Corythornis cristata cristata, with crest somewhat erected. X 3/4 290 

24. Dicrocercus hirundineus heuglini. X 2/3. 299 

25. Head of Bucorvus abyssinicus, male. X 1/2, approximately. 369 

26. Left feet of Scotopelia bouvieri and Scotopelia peli. X 1/2. 389 

27. Adult males of Macrodipteryx longipennis with fully developed ornamental 

primaries: a, in flight as seen from front; b, from the side; c, at rest 
on the ground. 434 

28. Details of the elongated primary of the adult male of Macrodipteryx 

longipennis: a, its expanded tip (X 1/2); b, the curved base or 
calamus (XI) . 435 

29. Adult male of Cosmetornis vexillarius resting on the ground. X 1/8. 438 

30. Heterotrogon vittatus, male. X 1/2, approximately. 487 

31. Gymnobucco bonapartei intermedius, head. XI. 513 

32. Gymnobucco calvus congicus, head. XI. 515 

33. Tricholxma hirsutum ansorgii, head. XI. 521 

34. Pogonorhynchus rolled, head. X 1. 534 

35. Head of Melignomon zenkeri. X 1 1/2. 538 

36. Tail of Melignomon zenkeri , from beneath. X 1 1/2. 538 

37. Melichneutes robustus. X 2/3, approximately. 554 

38. Verreauxia africana. X 3/4. 560 































Plate VIII 

Fig. 1. Dead adult of Ruwenzorornis j. johnstoni with spray of Rapanea leaves 
and fruit, from west slope of Ruwenzori, December 4, 1926. 

Fig. 2. Adult Halcyon malimbica prenticei , in captivity, Niangara, June, 1913. 
Photograph by Herbert Lang. 








Plate IX 

Fig. 1. Head of adult male Tropicranus albocristatus cassini , Avakubi, August 
3, 1914. Photograph by Herbert Lang. 

Fig, 2. Nestling of Tropicranus albocristatus cassini, Avakubi, August 3, 1914. 
Photograph by Herbert Lang. 






Plate X 

Fig. 1. Head of adult male Bycanistes sharpii duboisij Niangara, April 25, 
1913. Photograph by Herbert Lang. 

Fig. 2. Head of adult male Bycanistes albotibialis, Rungu, June, 1913. Photo¬ 
graph by Herbert Lang. 
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Plate XI 

Fig. 1. Entrance to nest of Bycanistes alhotibialis , from outside, with “parti¬ 
tion” intact. Lukolela, January 16, 1931. 

Fig. 2. Entrance of same nest from inner side, showing “partition.” 






Plate XII 

Fig. 1. Male nestling of Bycanistes albotibialis , with slab from nesting tree as 
background. Lukolela, February 14, 1931. 

Fig. 2. Female nestling of Ceratogymna atrata , Medje, August 24,1910. Photo¬ 
graph by Herbert Lang. 
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Plate XIII 

Fig. 1. Scotopelia bouvieri in captivity, Niapu, December 6, 1913. Photograph 
by Herbert Lang. 

Fig. 2. Scotopelia pelt peli in captivity, Avakubi, August 21, 1914. Photo¬ 
graph by Herbert Lang. 





Plate XIV 

Fig. 1. Bubo poensis in captivity, Medje, June 22, 1914. Photograph by 
Herbert Lang. 

Fig. 2. Glaucidium tcphronotum medje in captivity, Nala, July, 1913. Photo¬ 
graph by Herbert Lang. 







Plate XV 

Fig. 1. Adult male Macrodipteryx longipennis, dead, Faradje. Photograph 
by Herbert Lang. 

Fig. 2. Female Macrodipteryx longipennis on her nest, Faradje, March 4, 
1912. Photograph by Herbert Lang. 
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Plate XVI 

Fig. 1. Adult male Cosmetornis vexillarius with pennants not fully grown, 
lying on ground dead. Faradje, July 4, 1911. Photograph by Herbert Lang. 

Fig. 2. Adult male Cosmetornis vexillarius photographed on ground after 
death, and the picture reversed to show approximate form in flight. Kasenyi, 
August, 1926. 




m 




Plate XVII 

Pig. 1. Nest of Chsetura ussheri sharpei on inside wall of a building at Coquil- 
hatville, March, 1931. 

Pig. 2. Neafrapus cassini , photographed after death, Lukolela, August 26, 
1930. 
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Plate XVIII 

Fig. 1. A group of several nests of Micropus affinis affinis inside verandah of 
brick post-office, Coquilhatville, March, 1931. 

Fig. 2. Adult Micropus xquatonalis , after death, Kalongi, west slope of 
Ruwenzori, December, 1926. 
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Plate XIX 

Fig. 1. Adult Micropus melba maximus , after death, Kalongi, Ruwenzori, 
December, 1926. 

Fig. 2. Adult male Cypsiurus parvus brachypterus from beneath, after death. 
Lukolela, September 8, 1930. 
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Plate XX 

Fig. 1. Captive palm swift, Cypsiurus p. brachypterus , clinging near a nest on 
Borassus leaf. Lukolela, September, 1930. 

Fig. 2. Section of a large dead tree at Lukolela harboring a nesting colony of 
Gymnobucco b. bonapartei . 







Plate XXI 

Fig. 1. Female Indicator indicator in captivity, Faradje, September 21, 1912. 
Photograph by Herbert Lang. 

Fig. 2. Campethera nivosa herberti, captive, Niangara, June, 1913. Photo¬ 
graph by Herbert Lang. 




